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Year of the Humanities 
Provost Patricia E. Beeson has designated 2015-16 the Year of the Humanities at 
Pitt in order to highlight the importance of humanistic thinking not only in the 

humanities departments, but in research and education University-wide. 

The provost is making available $100,000 in matching funds in support of 
programs and events that highlight the role of humanistic thinking across the 
University. Faculty, staff and students are invited to apply for matching funds of 
up to $5,000 in support of events or programs that bring together multiple 

schools or units and that fit the overarching theme of òBeing Human.ó 

The Year of the Humanities organizing committee has developed a number of 

questions that could be addressed in alignment with the theme: 

Å How can studying the arts and humanities improve creativity and innovation 

in other fields? 

Å Many disciplines study aspects of being human. What aspects do they focus 

on? What do they have to say to one another? 

Å Some disciplines study worlds other than the human. How do their inquiries 

engage in/with humanistic thinking? 

Å How do the professions understand being human? What can the various 
professional schools learn from the humanities? What can the humanities learn 

from the professions? 

Å How can the values, methods and opportunities of the humanities be made 
visible, legible and exciting to Pitt undergraduates, the Pittsburgh community 

and the wider public? 

Å What are the most urgent questions now for 
human beings/being human and how are the 
disciplines and professions at Pitt addressing 
them? How could they collaborate more 

fruitfully? 

For more information about the Year of the 

Humanities and related events, please visit the 

website: http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/ 
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YEAR OF THE HUMANITIES: OCTOBER EVENTS 

Spectacles of Labor: Performance and the Working Class 

Friday, October 2, 2015 - 1pm 

Humanities Center, 602 Cathedral of Learning 

A symposium including a panel, two key speakers, a response, and a staged reading,  
designed to make visible the intersections of humanities education and contemporary  

performance with present day labor issues. Events will begin at 1pm. 

 

Unbecoming Human: The Matter of the Medieval Child 

Thursday, October 8, 2015  

A series of events aimed at faculty, graduate students, and undergraduates across the  
University, designed to explore the way in which childhood is related to the theme of "Being  
Human." Events will be focused on Dr. J. Allan Mitchell's 2014 book  "Becoming Human: The  

Matter of the Medieval Child" (2014). 

 

"We're Only Human"- Session at Science 2015 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 - 9am 

Alumni Hall, Room 532 

This spotlight session will explore several aspects of òbeing human.ó Moderated by Susan M. 
Meyer, PhD, professor of pharmacy and therapeutics, associate dean for education, School 
of Pharmacy, and member of the organizing committee for the Year of the Humanities, the 
session will feature faculty from the Department of History and Philosophy of Science, the 

Department of Linguistics, and others. 

 

Autumn Meeting of the West Virginia Philosophical Society 

Friday, October 9, 2015 - 12:30pm to Saturday, October 10, 2015 - 1pm 

Meeting of the West Virginia Philosophical Society. The keynote address will be a panel  

discussion on the ethics of novelist/philosopher Ayn Rand, known as Objectivism. 

 

Mediterranean Metageographies: Katarzyna Pieprzak 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 - 3pm 

Humanities Center (602, Cathedral of Learning) 

Williams College professor Katarzyna Pieprzak will visit to present her work on the growth 
of shantytowns in Casablanca, Morocco. Prof. Pieprzak will offer a workshop aimed at  

facilitating cross-discipline dialogue among faculty in the humanities and the social sciences. 

 

Adoption and Narratives of the Human 
Wednesday, October 21, 2015 - 3:30pm 

Humanities Center, 602 Cathedral of Learning 

This event will feature a panel in which two visiting humanities scholars and two Pitt faculty  
members, an anthropologist and a journalist, discuss narratives of the human involved in  
conceptualizing adoption, which literary scholar Margaret Homans argues "raises the most 

vital questions about human identity and the value and meaning of individual human lives.ó 
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YEAR OF THE HUMANITIES: OCTOBER EVENTS 

Acknowledging Race in Addressing Disproportionality: Russ Skiba Lecture 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 - 4:30pm 

University Club 

The Welcome Table is the Department of Theatre Artsõ new production-based program  
dedicated to collaborations with artists of diverse heritages, the melding of artistic and  
critical practice, and community-academic partnerships. The Welcome Table serves as a  
theatre based forum through which the academy and the community can engage issues of 
diversity and social justice in our region, utilizing performance to mobilize the idea that  

difference is an inherent resource. 

 

French and Italian 50th Anniversary: History and its Discontents 

Thursday, October 29, 2015  

Two-day conference titled òHistory and its Discontents: Commemoration in Italy and the  
Francophone World.ó The conference will welcome an exciting slate of visitors to campus to  
reflect on the dates, places, discourses, and mechanisms of commemoration in the French,  

Francophone, and Italian cultures. 

 

Intelligent Conversations About Digital Computing and the Humanities 

Friday, October 30, 2015  

This is the first of a pair of problem-based, research-focused workshops. Taken together, the 
workshops will be called òIntelligent Conversations about Digital Computing and the  
Humanities.ó The title for this session will be òIntelligent Conversations about Computational  

Visual Aesthetics.ó 

 

BONUS NOVEMBER EVENT! 

Bodies in Motion 
Sunday, November 1, 2015  

Bodies in Motion is a collaboration between School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 
and Film Studies Program within the Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences. This collaboration 
will explore the definition of human movement from the perspectives of budding film  
theorists, student filmmakers and photographers, and rehabilitation science students. Students 
will work together to explore the history of bodies on film and photography before creating 
new images of human movement using both archaic and contemporary technologies to  

capture images of human models with diverse physical abilities. 

 

You can see more events on the Year of Humanities Events website. 
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http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/intelligent-conversations-about-digital-computing-and-humanities
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/event/bodies-motion
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/events
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 PITT MAKES A DIFFERENCE DAY (PMADD)  - OCTOBER 24th! 

This year will be the 8th Pitt Makes a Difference Day (PMADD) where thousands of students go into different 
Pittsburgh neighborhoods and participate in community service.  These projects can range from painting 
rooms in a community center to preparing food for homeless shelters to picking up garbage on the street.  All 
of the communities served by PMADD are incredibly grateful to the time and energy given by our Pitt stu-
dents.  We will be meeting at the William Pitt Union at 9am to load the buses and go to our volunteer loca-
tions and you should be done by 3pm.  Lunch will be provided.  If you are interested in joining PMADD this 

year, please sign up by October 12th on the Student PMADD Registration website.   

You will meet many 

new students, have fun, 

see more of Pittsburgh, 

and make a 

difference:  that sounds 

like a great day! 

 PITTSERVES 

Get connected to Pittsburgh through PittServes! 

We want to ensure you are connected to the larger Pittsburgh community, and there is no better way to do this 
than by serving with a community organization! We have hundreds of community partners who are looking for 

Pitt students and staff members to participate in volunteer work for their organization. 

Start by participating in Pitt Make a Difference Day on October 24, from 9am �² 3pm!  

Registration closes October 12, so sign up soon. 

Students who volunteer not only are more connected to an organization, but  
often times have the opportunity to gain real experience in their field of study 
or work to address an issue they are passionate about. Students who volunteer 
are 20% more likely to find employment upon graduation and report a higher 
level of satisfaction with their college experience.  So if you are looking to plant 
flowers, read to children, walk dogs, take photographs, teach English, or build 

homes, there is a service experience out there for you!  

We hope you will join us for an upcoming service opportunity in the near future! 

To learn more about upcoming service opportunities contact serves@pitt.edu.�� 

PittServes is here to help support you in identifying service opportunities of  
interest. Please feel free to email serves@pitt.edu or stop in to the PittServes 

office, 923 WPU, to inquire about specific opportunities for volunteering. 

We look forward to serving with you soon! 

http://www.pitt.edu/~pmadd/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pitt-make-a-difference-day-pmadd-2015-student-registration-registration-17584530805











